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TELEGRAM. 
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From H. M. AMBASSADOR 


No.JM 


BAGDAD 


To:- H« M. 


ter, Tehran. 


Date 


May, 1942. 


Time Despatched _ 08*25 hrs , 2 7/5 


VH/KC 

RD 

JU 

JB 


Addressed to TEHRAN No. 145 

Repeated to Kermanshah, 

Chief8 of Kalhar Walad ] 
sent messages to P.A. Northern Ar< 


Sinjabi 


wish to visit hi 


onsnltatlon 


receive this visit and 


Do yon wish hi 
so what line shoald he take with these chiefs? 


CORNWALLIS. 











No. C/ll/242. 



Political Adviser•e Office, 

Northern Area, 

Kirkuk, 22nd. ffey, 1942. 



Oriental Secretary, 

The Eritish Embassy, 
Paghdad. 




<U+ 

CKlf 01 4VI 



Hamid Beg -Jef informed me yesterday 


that the chiefs of the Kalhur, 7,'alad Pegi end 
fenjabi had sent a message to Osman Pegtfor 
transmission by Hamid Eeg to me saying t 
wished to come and consult 


.hey 


e. 


Vould you please let me know whether 
to agree or not and if the former what line I 
am to take and if the latter whether I should 
recommend them to risk putting the Political 
Adviser Kermanshah into yet another difficult 
position by consulting him. 
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A /J / / "/ Political Adviser 

ItstsC/ Northern Area. 


Lieut 
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TELEGRAM 


How received. 


PARAP 


28/5 




RD/JP 

RK 

RK 


From: H.U. CHARGE D f AFFAIRS : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 


TEHRAN. 


Copies to : 


G* 0. C . 
A. 0* C * 
C.I.C.I 


BAGDAD. 

Despatched: 28*5.42 (1430) 
Received: 28.5*42 (1730) 

Decyphered : 28.5*42'' (1945) 


183 ' 


27*5*42 


IMPORTANT 


rptd 


Addressed to BAGDAD NO 

0 

’i* • o. f 

Kermanshah, 

Minister of State Cairo 


Your telegram No. 126* 

The Military Attach^ has been informed by 
Ministry of War that Mohammed Rashid with about 200 
followers is in the hills near the Iraqi-Iranian 
frontier. In view of the changing circumstances it 
ay now be possible for the Iraqi Government to put 
pressure on Mohammed Rashid to return to Iraq using 
the threat that if he fails to comply his proper# 
and relations In Iraq will Wnffer. 

In view of any future military 
developments in this country it is more than ever 
important that there should be peace in this area. 
Situation is .now favourable for settlement if Hama 


Rashid can be 
returning. 


oved from Iran and prevented fro 





How received. 


X> Sent 
' 28/ 
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TELEGRAM. 


From 


H.M. CONSUL 


KERMANSHAH. 


Copies to : 


G. 0* G • 

A* 0. C. 
C.I.C.I 


: H. M. AMBASSADOR. 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched: 27*5*42 (0830) 

Received : 


27.5.42 (1530) 


Decyphered 


28.5 
26.5.42 


(1240) 


Rptd to 


Addressed to TEHRAN Tl 


Dl 


Bagdad, 

F.O. No. 31, 

Cairo No.37* 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Xlearn from a reliable source that 
Iraqi and Iranian Kurdish tribal leaders are 


Halehja during 


important consultations 


or near 
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His Majesty*8 Embassy presents : 
compliments to Army Headquarters and 

herewith a e opy of a telegram from t 


Horthern 



telegram Mo 


replying to the Ambassador 


May 23rd 


The Iraqi Government will be urged to remove 
Hama Baa hid from the frontier if he enters Iraq. 


British Mbassy, 

BAGDAD. 

27th May,19*2. 
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Lt. Col. Lyon 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 
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BAGDAD. 
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Despatched: 26/5/42, 16.40 hrs 


Received : 


18.00 


• Decyphered : 


19.30 


No. 


o/n 


of 26th May, 1942 


Edmonds understands that the Persian 
authorities have come to terms with Beg Zadaj^of Bana 
on the basis that the various Government offices are 
distributed among them and no Persian officials shall 
enter Bana district. Hama Rashid stated to have bee: 


offered first refusal of governorship if he would 


assume 


returned or will return to Jaf 


and has 


f the 


side t 


1s confirmed 


the Persian 


matter appears closed for the present 
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TELEGRAM. 


From :- H. M. AMBASSADOR 

BAGDAD. 


Tn- Colonel 



23rd May, 1 942 


Date 


Time Despatched 




IMPORTANT 


VH 

ODM 

JM 

RK 


My immediately preceding telegram. 

Abdo.1 Rahman* a Persian living in Sulaimania, 


is reported to be active agent of Hama Rashid. 


Please 


investigate, 


CORNWALLIS* 
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How Sent 


cod; 



Copies 
Sent To:- 

X'G.O.C 

, Xa.o.c 
Xc.i.c.i 



Sent 


From 


TELEGRAM. 


H. M. AMBASSADOR 

BAGDAD. 


No. 


8 


IMPORTANT. 


POLITICAL 



ADVISER 


To- 


Kirkuk. 



Date 


23.5.42 


Time Despatche d 2210 


Army Commander has received further reports from 
Fletcher which suggest that Hama Rashid is receiving 
help from this side of frontier and that he himself 


comes over into Waina area from ti 


time. 


VH 

GM 

RK 

RK 


Edmonds undet*t6ok to investigate these reports 
during his present tour. Please find out from hi 
result of his investigations and telegraph them to me 


than 


if 


3. I should like reply if possible not later 

ay 25th so that I may repeat to Army Commander 
who is going Tehran Hay 26th to discuss situation 
Persian Kurdistan. 


Cornwallis + 
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No.C/ll/260. 


Kirkuk 


cel Advi 
Northern 
. '23rd.* 


May 


1942. 


Oriental Fecretary 


British Fmbassy 
Baghdad 


nry, / 
&ssy, / 





Section 
whom he 


In continuation of my f/ll/242, dated 22-5-1942. 

Yesterday Ferdar /mjsd Chief of the Valad Pegi 
of Persian .Jaf arrived here with Taud Peg Jaf, by 
was introduced. 





He stated that the Persian Officer Isfandiar Khan 
had been brought by Kerim Peg-i-Jeffer Sultan to Juanro about 
3 weeks sgo. There he addressed a large number of chiefs on 
the re-introduction of Persian male. Proposed Kerim Peg as 
"Fulton•’ and offered the appointment of Fakhsder to other tribal 
leaders including Ferdar Amjad subject to Kerim Beg's 
recommendation. Keri 


1800 toman 


Beg was presented with a pistol and 


Beg's, 


Thi6 did not meet with tribal approval, and according 
jad but for his own intervention they were all fo 
slaying Isfandiar Khan who had no guards-other than Keri 
and also Kerim Beg himself. They compromised however by 
holding all the passes against Kerim Bdg and Isfandiar Khan 
while Ferdar Amjad proceeded to Iraq to make his appeal. So 
far as he knows there is still a state of siege. 


represents the undermentioned chiefs 


( 1 ) 



Hate the Persian Government end distrust 
its rulers. i 


( 2 ) 

(5) 


Refuse to negotiate without a British Guarantee. 


I 


’"ant a British Msndate. 

4 

Cade? Beg of Juanro (Rustom Begi) 
Ahmed Beg (Reis of Paba Jeni) 
Mustafa Khan (Reis of Qubadi) 

Hama Amin Beg (Reis of Inakhi) 
Tahir Beg (Reis of laami) 

Camber Fultan 'Reis of Qalkhani) 
Jahangir Khan (Reis of Qalkh&ni) 
Rize Khan (Reis of Nerzhi) 

Ahmed Fultan (Reis Ta'eishi) 

Abbas Khan (Reis Kalhur). 



if 





or m 


to 




I have told him I am not authorised to make any 
statement, that I have referred the matter to you that as 
he is here he had better stay here till I get a reply, that 
the Adviser to the Ministry of Interior is expected back fro 
Fuleimani in a day or two and that I will also inform him and 
ask him if he will interview Ferder Amjad. 


So far as I am aware the situation elsewhere is as 


follows 
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Russian sphere of influence quiet but uncontrolled by Persians 


Baciz-Baneh Area. Persian troops in the Paciz area, also 
e considerable tribal lashkar led by Heine Reehid Khan. 
Negotiations stia to be proceeding but situation unstable, 
Ali Khan Ilkhani is said to be the Persian go between. 


Merivan Ares. British Purvey Parties under tribal protection 
of ifehraud Khan Keni Conan and. J li (nan of -'alather report 
satisfyctorily. No Persians, no fighting service good. 


/uroman Area. Purvey Parties under tribal protection 
of Kerim Beg report ooorly on the service. Reoorts indicate 
either Kerim Feg has little influence, or else is very 
oooressive. Reoorts from other sources confirm opnression 

«k AT • • • 

even to taking 1 in 3 from the carvans importing wheat into 
Irac. 


In general /li Khan Ilkani, ;iahraud ’Chan of Kani Bonin 
(who seems very unreliable) and Kerim Beg-i-Jaffer pultan see: 
to be the three leaders vho, vith the Tilaku, are nominally 
supporting the Persian Government. The remainder are all anti 
but have not yet got a united front. • 



Lieut.Colonel, 
Political Adviser, 
Northern Area. 


Copy to: 


C.J. Fdmonds, Fsc., C.M.G., Baghdad 


ass 


(1 52/119/42 ) 


British Embassy, 

Bagdad. 

24th May 1942. 



Mr. C.P.8quire ( Acting- 
Counsellor In the Legation at 
Tehran) is now visiting Kermanshab 
and the Persian Prime Minister has 
promised him all facilities for 
studying the Kurdish question on 
the spot• 

During his tour Squire will 
the Indian Political Officers 
who are serving as Political 
Advlafers to the Army. The services 
of both of these officers, Fletcher 
and Calloway, have been placed at 
the disposal of the Legation 
temporarily for tribal matters. 
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TELEGRAM 


.1 \ 


i n 


A s 


How received. 


From : Sir R. Bullard, 


r i j 


Parap 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR. 


-4 V 


* 4 


* V 


1 a 




% cU*». 


Copies to : 




CiCc 


*• 


BAGDAD. 


Despatched :22# 5*42 .21.00 hrs 


Received : 23*3*42 08*30 hra 


Decyphered : 


(J\UM Lc 



12.30 hra 


No. 171 


of 21*5*42. 
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Addressed to FO 


0 


33 


repeated to Minister of State No*125 

Bagdad No. 171 


Oort, of India No*250. 


I have communicated to the Prime Minister the 


substance of the second paragraph 0f your telegram 
No.727 and informed him that I hare instructed Consular 


Officers to furnish me with reports on all tribal 
land grievances in their districts. Prime Minister 


readily consented to H.M.Legatlon being supplied with 
any information whicl7mlght require from records in 
the nossession of the Persian Government. Mr. Saul: 


the possession of the Persian Government. Mr. 8qulre 
has discussed the matter with the Minister of Justice. 


The impression gained is that the problem is being 
dealt with seriously and that there are far fewer 


cases than was supposed though we await reports from 
Consuls to confirm or correct this inmresslon* Mr. 


Consuls to confirm or correct this impression* Mr. 

Squire left for Kermanshah, and the Prime Minister has 
premised to grant him all facilities for studying Kurdish 
Question on the snot. During his tour, be will see 


question on the spot. During his tour, he will see 
mmm the two Indian Political Officers who are serving 
as Political Advisers to the Army, and whose services 


the Government of India have placed at the disposal of 
the Legation temporarily for tribal matters. One of 

th -- - 


Colonel Galloway, will probably be brought to 





to deal with land cases* 


2* Persian Army have been doing slightly better of 
late. Scheme for reorganisation prepared by the Persian 
General staff is suitable except as regards the services, 
but application is slow* The Army's main defects are 


late. 


but application is slow* 


in morale, mobility and goodwill towards the Allies, 
although the last is by no means entirely lacking* There 
is however strong feeling that we have taken much from 
the Amy and given little help. I believe that the 


Army would become more friendly towards the Allies if 


generous help could be given towards remedying its material 


deficiencies in exchange for anas already taken by the 


Allies* 


Most urgent requirements are motor transport 


and field medical equipment* I understand that Mid East 


could give 150 lorries but are willing to do so only 


in exchange for good bargain, in more arms, which 
the Persian Government are as yet unwilling to give up. 


These 


i 


hi 


ii y 
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£ 






These lorries would certainly help th 
tribes in or4er, and if given on gene 
Improve goodwill towards ns 4 Without 
the more efficient the army is, and t 
morale, the greater the potential dan 
Goodwill can, I am sure, only be seen 
on our p'art and could be greatly enco 


would 


better its 
it is to us. 
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INTERNAL 8ITUATI0N AZERBAIJAN 






^44/136/42 


utU* 


FOREIGN OFFICE 



18/5/42 


Deep: 



IMPORTANT 



Addressed to 
repeated 


Foreign Office 


Tabria 
Ankara 


ten 

No.165 


I.^OHMT 

Kuibyshev 

Mlnatate Cairo No. 66 3AVIl$fir 


Bagdad 

Oor.of India 


No. 97 
No. 44 






My Tel. 659. 

Prime Minister and SoYlet Ambassador 
both tell me that Sorlet authorities hare agreed to 
l f 600 Persian troops going to Resaieh area. First 
group of 600 is expected to leers today or tomorrow. 
Military Attache states that oontnanding officer is 
sensible, tactful and speaks Russian. 


2. In a statement published today Minister 

of War says that disorders were due to a few Kurdish 
elans only. Some Tillages with Assyrian or Armenian 
inhabitants had been spared, but lnbestlgatlon showed 
that those sections of the population had definitely not 
participated In disorders. 


Film S BOLLARD. 

Cslr 
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SAVTNGRAM 



To: Mlnstate Cairo No.64 

no.96 y 


Bagdad 


Date: 16th May, 1942. 


V 


Following from Tabriz No.69 of 13th May, 1942 
BEGINS. Addressed to Tehran. 


repeated 


Foreign Office No. 8 


hr'K 




Your Tel.628 and my Tel.7 to Foreign Office. 
Governor General came to see me last night to 
say that Russians were establishing.military posts at 
principal points in Western Azerbaijan but that Kurds 
did not believe they meant business' and were moving towards 
Rezaieh again. He urged that 

1) Russians should at least once fire to kill, 

2 


3 


2 . 

in Azerbai 


minimum of 2,000 Persian troops is necessary, 
we should establish Vice-Consulate at Rezaieh. 

As for (1) I think Russian military strengh 


that they 
at all costa. 


al^an may be less than is generally believed and 
-V will continue to avoid hostilities with Kurds 


8. 

fro: 


As for (2) Governor General had Just come 
United States Consul and I suspect his primary object 


was 


to get United States Consul and rqyself to telegraph our 
Legations urging necessity for more Persian troops. I 
knew my United States Colleague had already lent himself 
for this purpose, so I went early this morning to warn hi 
and suggest approaching new Governor offering to take hi 
to Rezaieh with me. It so happened that at the same time 
we discussed Turkish Consul-General's alarmist reports and 
agreed he is most dangerous person, only yesterday I 
ridiculed to his face his suggestion that Russians are 
concentrating troops at Kaevln against us. 


4» 




sjbu 

Jbatx 


As for (3), I am leaving for Rezaieh 16th May if 
see no objection, and will report my viewB in due 

I expect to stay there for some days. But Vice- 


rse 


Consul will recall me if necessary. 

6. Tabriz quiet thanks to Increased military 

patrols, but Soviet authorities suspect there is under 
(? ground) agitation calculated to embarrass them. 


Consul-General. ENDS. 


BULLARD. 
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144/130/48 


A2£&at&AW 


RcfKiS 0?JF IG 


AiUlreseed to 


/.aihyahev No* l&V 

Mlastate Cairo No* 69 


gaviiig 

VIS ;g 


unitary Attach# today eaw the Minister for 

^ar who hua svo% returned-- free.' VR 3 :s?<XJf:i* v He said trouble 

starts! nan? w 3 \«n fsndarnenie of fleer tried 

to dlaam florae fjjtrd*.. itniasiifti authorities told hint la 
IkSS&Z that reports or AardiJih atrocities had, been 

circulate* by Asia agont 1, and had little foundation* 
General 6A I7 ^0#i ftococzpunlad hia to R&2AI3S!* *0301 

and AMJjirtJR were full of refugees but auseians maintained 
that they had -fled merely jjv penio. between dHiSiWIR and j 
ft&sAX&ti they met about ;>A*,..&uuieh >:reenwn l&daa. with 
oooty, iiurdii toads-•. xjup attest to figM or run away and 
aftvr eoete aAryvefcaiton a*jr«od to ire up tnelr aooty* 
duesion uenerLl would not agree that they should ha 
disarmed as h<- vac not . prepared to risk a fight and the 
&ur&a war* allowed to go. • 


wlaewhere Minister 


,,?*%■ ;$*m 4>uit hv saw in i^rv&Jv y- an 

Ur. e&fi-; thr.t-casualties aiming 
. i$o £i3£t&: and si a wounded* ynaa 
a wi llutfaiwe, and tuere'uaa no ease 


for Vi 

about 


JUPfiM 


or asS yrian txa jus,-. 

Iti h >s ; yi ts.,1 ;A»hn" .1, 

Identified one co: 


t sal#* cut* 


or a worfsaa* * 


would 


of the ec-ta'tsgfcidd Ar&^^otaigdiaeas* 

(tnsulm General' had also ooliaaMad fa one Persian 
battalion of LOO bei.ng stationed at either jtetfATJK 
or Siting;a. ~iulster for Oar fait this would be 
but ftuselann would not to more* 


4* .• MirUrter for iSer considers that 

no intention-cfvallowing the Kurds to be 

ba hoping use than as poas i5-lo,allies 
of war with T<Ji&AY. tens» i aru» e*«aed how 
Kurdish behaviour, and iiiiliit aridanti 


ha event 
shocked 


of amgfi 
disarmed 


but M ini star for Vt &r thinks 
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6« minister for ua 
the situation in RjJ&TRH It 
Villagers were still afraid 

return to T&iaaH 


amid that v;hen 


that 


o return to their 
telegraphie report 

on JtsskiBH 


Since 

been received of another 

of «<uofiian la 


in spite 


the posting 
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Digest of s telegram addressed by Chief of Police, 
Rasaleh, to Police Department, Tehran, and copied to 
Governor-General, Tabriz, dated 1st May. 


oaay ai noon t 
HUSSEIN ALIOPP 


from 


Bad treatment from gendarmes, inspired by the A jams; 
for instance, <m the 8nd Ordibshesht five of Sheikh JALLAL’s 
people had come to cto business in REZAIEH, carrying 
26,000 rials. Having bought some goods they were returning 
when they were attacked by the gendarmes from posts at 
BALAifUSH and RE3HAK0N. Three were killed, one wounded 
and the money and goods taken from them by the gendarmes 
to villagers. 


the Kurds. ,,,v. .■ 

Distribution of arms by SERHANG HA8HIMI to Persian 
villagers at BALANUSH, ZURQABAD and POULADLOU to attack 

Kurds.' eta. . i t*.: '■ 


villages they 


No gendarmerie posts in Kurdish villages; nor must 
gendarmes interfere with them. 

Kurds must be free to administer their own internal 
affsira. 

Anas hsld by AJams, who are the enemies of the Kurds 
end are Fascists, mist be collected and handed to the 
Soviet authorities. 

As for goods stolen from the villagers, they could not 
possibly restore them - they could not ask Kurds who h 
suffered casualties to hand back what they had taken. 


taken from the posts at POULADLOU 


goods or of 


would not be 
the town the 


he Kurds 
Chief of 


oday 


• r 


the Chief of Police with the Soviet Colonel 


from Tabriz, 
Soviet 


(Prosecutor-General) JaFAR AO HA, andther 


3 kilometres 


the military police left GEUKTEPE village. 


the Kurdish Chiefs are concentrated. 


as follows: 


HAMZA AOHA MAHT8H KORA A INI AGHA ZLRZA, Sheikh JALLAl 

the sons of 


DERBENDI, 3IR0BEG MEHMED HUSSEIN and his brothers, 

KERIM HERKI, KADIS AGHA and other Kurdish chiefs unknown to us. 


Also &43AJAN, an Assyrian, the leader of the Assyrian febels who 


had taken up arms against the gendarmes, and some other Assyrian 


leaders unknown to us. These were waiting for us. 
cause of the trouble they replied as follows 


Asked about the 


The publication of the notice about the disarming of 


The Kurds claimed that they had taken steps to protect 
theraeelvee, some of them gathering in MEHMUDABAD village, where 
they were attacked by gendarmes and villagers, when 6 were killed 
(names quoted). Thereupon all the Kurds from M31IA3AD to SALMAS 

had risen to protect themselves. Urged to go baok to their 


The Kurdish chiefs named above used disrespectful words 
towards the Iranian Government, but they were invited* With sweet 


words, to put an end to the trouble and try. to restore the stolen 
property, but they continued to reply in the seme terms. 

The Kurds stated that the 28 gendarmes surrounded in 
POULADLOU village had been disarmed and salt safe and mound to 

The Red Amy Colonel did not insist on the restitution 


and BALAHU3H, but told the Kurds to dispsrae at once. They agreed 

subject to the acceptance of the demands mentioned above. 

The Red Army Colonel addressed them saying their 

•or the ©resent, but that when they 


town they must deposit arms with friends outside 


accepted this and promised to go back home tonight 
Police’s request, the Colonel asked them not to molest villagers 


on their way home. . 

The number of armed Kurds in GEUKTEPE exceeded 400; 

more were seen on the road. They themselves said they had raore 
than 1,000 anal men and a number of Mangur Kurds from MEHA3AD are 
on the way to join them. The Soviet officer asked me to instruct 

V: ; /th6 





- . :S%i ^ 

it \i 


we town-people to re-open their shopB and the Til lagers to 
return home. On the other hand the 3&khshidar reported that 
since yesterday noon a number of Kurds hare surrounded ANGHitA 
Village in NAZLONCHXI district, 24 Kilometres from 8SZAIKH, an 

are fighting with the villagers. Another report; says that 13 ' 
Kurds have occupied the strong point of DIGALA, M 
from KEZAIEH. IEZAISH people and villa 
either in what we or the Boviet offloer 

we hare td .fcay to .those people, who hare 

,has ' s ent 


tell us what 


a TABRIZ threatening 


the Kurds, This clashes with, what Soviet :effleers have said and 
is nbt helpful in the present • situation,; ;~Xt *a no. Joke that 1,50 
Kurds are collecting from MEHABAD and, elsewhere. onr/jRKZAI If 
the Kurds continue to unite like this,, disaster will ensue. 

In coneluaioh, last light Soviet Miltary.and police 
authorities, without any Persian officer being present, have gone 
td iit the Kurds mentioned above. Nothing is known of the object 
of thiV meeting.. . 

r. . " MOttAMED GHAZI from r,l&HA3AD ari’ived here today. Sheikh 

A.BJ5UELA%. sop Of Shsikh AJDUL aADRR, is also .understood to have 
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Digest of a 


by the Governor-Gener 
the Chief of Police at 


sna ooviCu pon bu l-General and the officer commanding 
the Red troops arrived bynplane ozi April 30th. They, held a 
meeting at noon with the acting; Farmandar and the chief official 
They enquired into the cause of the trouble and were tpld that 
it was attributable to Kurdish turbulence and desire for plunder 

>/' The’Soviet Consul-Oea&eral suggested that the tfoubjc ha 
been caused by the attempt to disarm the Kurds.' To rebut this 
suggestion the Chief of Police showed him. the official notice 
about disarming, drawing attention to its terras, and pointing 
out that the trouble hod begun before it was published. '-People 
had been killed and read guards, attacked before the public 
saw it. This impressed the Consul-General. 


The Consul-Genera1 declared that he was 
and that he was especially anxious to have order 
time of sowing the crops. He', suggested a meet in 
and asked for a representative to-accompany the 


there to help 
restored at the 
with the Kurds 
©Viet officers. 


The Chief of Poll etc* Consul-General, the Colonel 

TABRIZ, the Commandant at RBZAIBH and another Soviet officer 
accordingly went to ASKBRABAB village, at & kilometres from 
REZAIEH and entered into negotiation with 18 Kurdish leaders. 
Among them were NURI BEY HEHKI, KEAMIL BEY H2RKI, Sheikh SADtQ 
and 8EYYID ; AH>4AB, sons of SKYYID TAHA, HASSAN AO HA of the Sbma 
Kurds, one RASHID, with seven others not known to the Chief" V 
of the Police but whose names will be ascertained and reported 
to Tehran* • ; ;i***H&- -it#*. X.*h Sku ia*£- • err •; 


from 


The Kurds complained of persecution by the ’gendar 
of the killing of Kurds following the establishment of the 
at RESHAKAN on the road, to MKHABAD, r of the disarming of ih 
Kurds by order of 3ER1IANG iiASHIHI, of the aeisureof arms 
Kurds in REZAIEH itself, of the arming of Persians by the 
authorities against the Kurds, etc.. etc. 


that the order alb out 
ended for REZAIEH 
of which the Bad“• 
d get back to their 


he .Soviet 
applied g 


for ensuring 


disperse 


He urged the 


pursuits* 


id down the following 
Kurdish district between 


conditions* 


There must be 
KHOI and MEHA 


3) 1,800 


nds of Porsl 

be collected 


flea In. 
district 


Red Arncsr* 

There itrua 


of the Kurds in 


iom in their national affairs 
for schools in KURDISTAN in 
ge would be used* 

, TESGAVAR and DASHT, claimed 
EYYID TAHA* 8 sons and the vll 
A3SAN AGHA and ABDIVI Kurds 


Kurds must 


which the Kurdish langui 
The villages of MSBGAVA] 
by the Herkl Kurds and I 
of BIRADOST claimed by j 
to be restored to their 
The release of 30 Kurdish 


he Chief of Police in reply 
about disarming, pointing o 


there 




©they dertands, 1)« 


been 


then shown 


report 


negotiate with ZIHOBBO, the Kurdish 
a body of gendarme?!* sof youjABiou. 
also return to help release these g 
question of pioneered property.- r • •. 


surrounded 

hander would 

a *i th the 


a great deal of misunderstanding. No more was intended than that 
the lairds should leave their arms outside the town when coming 
into RRZATX’i, and he free to take them up and carry -then wn 
thev went out again. As for the prisoners, he asked for names 
and full particulars, so that the matter night be ekarained wit 


As for the 
the Government. 


y v . The Russians also said they Must refer the conditions 
before. making any comment. They appealed to the X^irdft to disband 
and to go quietly, without nolle a ting anyone. 


restored* 


The Chief of Police asked that plundered property be 


The Kurds denied knowledge- of any property having 

been plundered* - I Ik'.- y'. i*- J;; - • iJ - V; 


The Chief of Polioa>and the RusBrians returned to the 


the 4tarte~weve'«4ealing cattle 


the town and when the/.gendarmes*were preparing to stop them, 
sian off iotas* firing, their irSyolvers; with- thirty 
e$ troops, cam#: in/betfsefc the t two part tee , "with the result 
the gendarmes could take.no notion and the Kurds got away v 


(What the Consul-General replied, If anything, la not 
hut it Is Stated that, he 1 eft cat ^1930 for TABRIZ. On 
May, however, his office stated ot hat h4 had net come 

WSfWi 'm Jfr .. 


Govemorate at 1830 and had conversation with the officials there. 

The Consul-General deeland- that the 1 i’ascietspwere responsible 
for the. story that the Russland Srere- helping the -'Kurds •. and giving 
them amraunitionj He asked the Ideal authorities tb stop these \ 
ruippurs. He; cnotsd oases/ to f show that the Russians had themselve^ 
been attacked by the Kurds;... three weeks before some Soviet array 
C«rs were fired on on tha v mi*MA8 road, and only three days earlier Red 


was agreed that the local Russian oopsndnder would go and 


The telegram ends With/the statement ‘ that ‘the Kurds did 
nett disperse but that they were: fetill plundering, and that they 
had taken away the jmvertiraent owned etjalpmeni and animals from 

WMlWtagi* i culYu r a 1 depart riant* a 


station three kilometres from the 
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British Embassy, Bagdad 
No. 34(144/119/42) 


With the compliment 

H. M. Minister 

Tehran. 


Internal Situation Azerb 



11th May, 






• * 




















/ 



(152/111A2) 


* 


-*r 


HIb Majesty's Embassy presents 
its compliments to Army Headquarters 
and 'begs leave to inform them 
that the contents of Headquarters' ' 
Memorandum Ho. 0/330 of April 23rd \ 
have been brought to the notice 
of the Political Adviser, Northern 


i Area, Iraq. 


/ b 2. /1 /<<-5. 



British Embassy, 

BAGDAD. 

16th May,1942. 



S 


/ 


V 


l 


How received. 


From 


PARAP 


@ =.w.g. 


Copies 





TAURUS 


c/ct 


: H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 

% 

Despatched: 11. 5.42 (1615) 


Received : 


12.5,42 (0800) 


Decyphered : 12.5.42 (1220) 


;5.42 


Addressed to 




rptd to 


Tehran, 

Bagdad, 

Angora, 

Cairo, 

The Minister of War, Governor-General of 
Eastern Azerbaijan and accompanying officials have 
returned from Rezaieh after installing the new 

Governor-General. I propose to visit the latter in 
the next few days. 

Meanwhile the Governor-General here admits 


that 

inci 


imme 


er 


the 


: 


There was widespread panic but not more than 
ve or six killed while the atrocities shrunk to one 
woman killed while resisting a looter. The loot was 
taken from abandoned villages but the Kurds who secured 
none are denouncing those who did, so that the 
authorities hope to recover a good deal. The most 
serious consequence is the interruption of cultivation 
and general lack of confidence. The Governor is giving 
money in relief and trying to send the peasantry home. 
The area generally is now quiet. 

The Governor-General says that it is agreed 
in principle that the Iranian troops will be allowed to 
return, but that the Soviet authorities suggest 500 
while the I r anians went 2,000. The Soviet troops 
will meanwhile man, jointly with the gendarmes, the 
post8 between Khoi and the village twelve miles west 
of Lake on Khaneh road. A friendly Mamish tribe are 
being subsidised to patrol the road in their 



Tabriz hbe 
Rezaieh incident. 


backwa 


The Iranians have recovered courage. 
On the night of the 9th there was a brawl between drunken 
M 0 slems and armed toughs occasioned by a quarrel about 
a girl according to the Governor-General. Knives were 
drawn and the police made six arrests and dispersed 
the remainder with the help of a few Soviet troops. 

A number of troops on street patrol appeared to 
increase yesterday. I regret that my colkBgue from 
Turkey is building morbid fancies of impending 
massacres and racial strife on this slender basis. 


OB/GM 
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TELEGRAM. 


How received. 


*1 


INDIV 


From : Foreign Office, 


London. 


Copies to : 


No. 


496 


C oc 

C/C( 


Q 


/ 


hi*- 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched: 10/5/42, 13*30 hrs 


Received : 


21.30 H 


Decyphered : 11/5/42 , 11.10 ” 


of 9 th May, 1942 


% 



Following received from Angora telegram No* 914 
repeated to Tehran, Kuibyshev, begins. 

The M.F.A. informs me that he has received 
numerous telegrams from Kuibyshev, Tehran, Tabriz and 
elsewhere, reporting activities of Kards and Assyrians* 
Rezayieh is stated to be besieged, and the M*F.A* learns 
that the Russians are not allowing Iranian troops to 
operate in defence. Villages are being pillaged* 


2. 


The M*F*A* added, Rezayieh being so near to 


Turkish frontier, the Turkish Government were becoming 
anxious* He had hitherto never spoken direct to the 
8oviet Government about this matter, and he preferred to 


address himself to me* 


He evidently hopes that we may 


be able to take up the matter with Knibyshev* 

3* I told him that I would report the matter to you 

As far as I was concerned, I had no recent news from 
Tehran* 

4* I should add that the Iranian Ambassador mentio¬ 

ned to me on May 2nd, report that Rsaayleh was surrounded 
by the Kurds* 

Please repeat to Tehran and Kuibyshev* 
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TELEGRAM. 


How received. 


From : 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 

LONDON.. 


INDI 


U «f 


Copies to 




(^oC 

C/C/ 


Y< 


No. 495 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 


Despatched: 10.5 • 0830 


. Received : 


11.5* 0800 


Decyphered : 11.5 • 1040 


of 


$th May,1942. 


, t 


+ 1 change 

7 yu.uZj (v~IjLh 


file?/- 
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Addressed to TEHRAN 

KUIBYSHEV 



Following received from Angora telegram No.929. 
Begins: 

My telegram No. 914. 

The Deputy Secretary General of Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on May 5th emphasised to H.M. Minister 
the seriousness of the situation at Rejaieh. He 
stated that the massacres-toy the Kurds, Nestorians 
and even Armenians were continuing and that Turkish 
Consulate was crowded with refugees. The matter 
affected seriously H.M. Government in that many Kurds 
drew supplies from time to time from Iraq, returning 
to Iran. 


2. He understood that Rejaieh was on the ed 
the Russian sphere and that the Russians were 
increasing their supporters there. 


3. Although Turkish Kurds were Sunnis while the 
Iranian Kurds were Shiahs, they tended to collaborate. 
The matter was therefore serious for the Turks too. 

4. The Minister said that he gave no encouragement to 
the Kurds andAfisyrian Nestorians and Armenians /3.w.g./ 


their 


massacres it was extremely 


5* Turkish circles here are much concerned by these 
events as it is generally believed that the Kurds have 
been aimed by Russians. I have suggested to Reuter* s 
correspondent that in any message he may send, he 
should infer that the root of the trouble lies in 
Axis intrigue designed to embarrass Russians in Iran 
and ourselves in Iraq, together with, inter alia, Turkey 


Please repeat 


Tehran and Kuibyshev 


1/kV^ 


* 
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TELEGRAM. 


How Sent 
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From : H. M. AMBASSADOR. 


f 0; H» M« MINI STER TEHRAN, 


Copies 
Sent To:' 


BAGDAD. 


No_ 


136 


Date_ 

Time Despatched 


10.5.42 

1325 


v/ 


X'g.O 

^C.I 




vi *4’. 


•C'rf.-V -V 





I. 
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VH/KC 

GM/RD 

EK 

RK 


Addressed to 




NO. 136. 


rptd to 


Kermanshah No. 12, 


F.O. No. 489, • 

Minister of 8tate Cairo No. 34/SAVING. 

__—- Your telegram No. 154. 

I think it improbable that General Officer 
Commanding Kermanshah *s information is correct. 
Iraqi frontier officials have strict orders to 
remove from the frontier all fugitive insurgents 
from across the border. I have nevertheless 
asked for argent enquiries to be made. d 


. sjj?I 


CORNWALLIS 


H.E. 


Mr. Edmonds is having enquiries 


made. 


(Itlld) V.H. 9/5 
(Itlld) K.C. 9/5 




How received. 


TELEGRAM. 


IND 


/< 


Prom : FOREIGN OFFICE, 

To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

V LONDON. 

BAGDAD. 

Copies to : 

Despatched : 9.5.42 (1740) 


Received: 10*5*42 (o$00) 

_ 

Decyphered : 10*5*U£ (1255) 

No. 494 

~i 8*5^42 
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rptd to 


Addressed to 



Kuibishev, 

Tehran, 

Bagdad. 


Your telegram Bo* 914* 

If the Turkish Government wish this 
oatter to be taken op with the Soviet Government 
they should do so themselves* Please see my 
telegrams Nos* 104, 135 and 172* 

2* For yoar own information we have not 

ourselves approached the Soviet Government on 
this subject. I will inform you should we 
decide to do so* 


3 


But Sir Reader Bullard reported, on 


Hay 5th, that Monsieur Holotov had now agreed 
in principle to the despatch of Iranian troops 
to Resaieh and you may let the Turkish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs know this without making His 
Majesty's Government in any way responsible for 
the implementation of the undertaking* 


CW/JP 
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How received. 


From : SIR R. BULLARD, 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 


TEHRAN. 


PARAP 


Copies to : 


X‘ 


v ef-**** . 

jkJf 




lo 


CW/JP 

JB 

MR 



BAGDAD. 

Despatched : 

8.5. 2130 

Received : 

9-5. 1030 

Decyphered : 

10.5. 1025 


133 


*' of28th April, 1942. 


Addressed to BAGDAD No.133* 


Rptd. Foreign Office No. 

Minister of State No. 43 Saving. 

It is possible that as a result of recent 
victory by the Iranian troops over the Kurds, Mohamed 
Rashid may have found his way into Iraq.. If so 
I trust that the Iraqi Government may be requested 
to take proper steps to detain him. Once he is 
out of the way, our difficulties in Kurdistan should 
be considerably diminished. 
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SECRET, 






/CfA 



COPY OF A TELEGRAM Ho ,15/ 


dated 5 MAY 42 FROM PALMS TO BRITISH 



MILITARY ATTACHE rntd TEETH ARMY 


SHAHBATI whom 1 have seen today at SENANDAJ states t 
KAMA RASHID is crossing and re crossing IRAQ, Frontier and is being 
assisted by IRAQI MUDIR of PENZWIN (.) He has decided that IRAQ, 
Government should now fulfil their undertaking ROT to allow HAMA 
RASHID to re-enter PERSIA. 


To:- 


H.B.M. Embass 
"I"(a) 

"I"(b) 
C.I.C.I. 









Subject:- POLITICAL - IRA 



/. 



MAY 42, 


Forwarded for information# 


C.H.P. 

7/5/42. 




r Lieut Gen* 

Comd, 





1387 

Priority - 

Tel No. - 

Date 

Reed 

From 

To 

Rptd 


IMMEDIATE. 

7/5 

PAKHS 

BRITISH HIT JTARY ATTACHE 
TENTH AR!!Y 



SHAH3ATI WHOM I HAVE SEEN TODAY AT SEHANDAJ STATES THAT HAMA 


HASHID IS CROSSINd AND RECR0S3ING IRAQ FRONTIER AND IS BEING 
ASSISTED BY IRAQI MUDIR OF TENZV7BT (.) HE HAS URGED THAT IRAQ 
GOVERN!! 


HAMA 


ERNMENT SHOULD NON NUTFIL THEIR UNBERTAKRTG MO£ (TO ALLOW) 
r A RASHID (TO) RE-ENTER PERSIA. * 


I f. 



No. G /330. 

General Staff Branch, 
H.Q. TENTH ARMY. 

8 May 42. 


EMBASSY. 



T r * Brieadier 


rJ 




* Brigadier, 

Staff. 
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TELEGRAM 


How received. 


From : 


H.M. CONSUL, 


PARAP 




4 


V 




c 


jU. 


Copies to 


God. 

F\ «> d 

c-i-C-l 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched: 8.5.42 ( 0900) 
Received : 9.5.42 (0800) 
Decyphered: 9 . 5.42 (1130) 


No. 


30 


of 


7 . 5.42 



My situation report No.33 of May 2nd 

9 

A report, believed to be reliable, 
confirms that Iranian troops have re-taken Baneh 
and states that Kurdish tribal leaders from a 
large area around Sakkis accepted the Iranian 
General Officer Commanding's invitation to 
discuss terms of settlement. At this meeting 
at Sakkis on May 2nd grievances were discussed; 
as a resalt many Kurds were appointed to posts 
in the administration*. 


2 m The Iranian General Officer Commanding 

and the Commissioner have, at least temporarily, 
won over an ioqportant section of Northern Kardistan. 
PriLl details regarding the recent developments in 
Kardistan have not yet been received; when received 
and checked I shall send a farther report. 


CB/GM 
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From • FOREIGN OFFICE, 

LONDON. 


if -gUre*. 
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Copies to : C 0- C; 

C/C/ 


No. 460 9 


• • 


to : H. M. AMBASSADOR. 

BAGDAD. 


Despatched : • 7 • 5 • 


Received : 


8.5 V 1900 


Decyphered : 9.5« 


1110 


of 


7 th 


, 1942. 
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Addressed to TEHRAN No. 727. 


Rptd» Government of India 

Minister of State, Cairo 
Bagdad 

Your telegrams Nos. 485 and 486. 


Minister of State's telegrams 484 and 552 show 
that your recommendation as regards retention of the 

two Polish divisions in Persia is not acceptable to 
the C.in C. If, as it appears, this proposal is 
ruled out, we shall have to leave to the Persian forces 
the sole responsibility for maintaining internal 
security and for suppressing tribal disturbances. It 
is therefore important to do what we can to effect any 
improvement that may be possible in the morale of the 
Persian army, and to proceed at once with the necessary 
measures of reorganisation. If the Persian Govern¬ 
ment decide to ask for American Military Mission, see 
my telegran No. 691 , I hope they will do so quickly. 

I® 1 ? 8 P ee dy results may be expected. 
£?**£?* suggestions for rendering the Persian Army^more 

if not® °utside assistance, and^ 

hid blSt^ke? yOU oonsWer «“* that assistance 


a 6 re ® that our policy should be to +>,- 

Government ^^en®the * 3 ' 


tribes tf 2 W0 * ld be to bribe the 

services” I JSt ?*+>!** As regards Payments for "priva 

SScEXl SIFiJE. 1 *!!*!*? P ref ®? *9 tiU some 


further 


a« Kemanahah* t.!Sr» has a 8 ?in broken out 

«• P?~ra 3 io^ e re1S?. e %^ , A P Sra'Snd 

the Persian Government on the II? may sound 


considehing the matter 


5 . • • • 




with 


do not think it desirable 
.ent the question of oil a 
ari chiefs. Such a propo 


the Per8 
owned by 


$al would 

Government. 

it. 


ably be most 


that the Company do not 


Pars. Your telegram No.556 shows that 
the Persian Government to prevent Nasir 
owerful but I should like to be informed 
steps which you may feel it necessary to 


e may have to 
Khan getting 
in advance of 
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How received. 
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TELEGRAM. 


From: H.M. MINISTER, 

TEHRAN. 


Copies to : (Z.o .r 


c.*C 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched : 8 . 5 . 21 30 


Received : 


9.5. 1000 


Decyphered : 9.5. 1100 

8 th May, 1942. 


I ME PI ATE 


Addressed to BAGDAD. 


Rptd. Kermanshah No. 

Foreign Office No 
Minister of State, Saving- 

Your telegram No.126. 

Iranian O.O.C. Kermanshah states that he is 
/2 w.gs./ 

re-crossing Iraq /w.g./ 
he is Being assisted by the Mudir of Panjvin. There 
is little doubt that situation /w.g./ Kurdistan 

would be greatly eased if he could be detained in 
Iraq. I earnestly hope you will do anything possible 
to bring this about. 


Rashid is crossing and 
frontier and that 


^7 ifu 



\ ll 




Sr? 


HI 






^o.r/ll/173. 
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:riental fecretary, 
British Embassy, 

Baghdad. 


°oliticel Adviser's office. 

Northern /Tea, 

Kirkuk, 6th. May, 1942. 


w> 


/■ 


Reference your 152/94A? of 4th ’fey. 

’’"hen Kerim ’’eg visited Kir’KoTanS*asked ny advice 
about what he should do I naturally told him to 
apply to the Political Adviser ^ermansheh since I 
was not entitled to advise any Kurd who is resident 
in Persia and I judged that this was the province 
of the Political .Adviser in Kermenshah. 


v 


11+ 




I regret he was thereby placed in a 
difficult position, I understood that whether it 
were Iraq dr Persia if the position were not difficult 
there would be no necessity for the oresence of e 
Political Adviser. 








lM- 

J>'K 


yhile I would be prepared with the sanction 
of the Ambassador to use every possible influence in 
the interests of a peaceful and contented Kurdistan 
I could not conscientiously persuade others to trust 
people whom I myself distrust. 
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Lieut. Colonel, J[ r 
Political Adviser, 
Northern Area. 
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144/11 <3/42 


TORSION OFFICE 


5/5/42 


IMMEDIATE 


( 


107 


) \ \ tA. ' tk_c A. 



Your Tel. 704. 

Counsellor saw Prime Minister this morning 
and thanked him on your behalf for message, copy of 
which he is communicating to Legation. Reason for 
this unorthodox procedure was desire of Prime Minister 
to acquaint you with seriousness of position with least 
possible delay. Prime Minister stated that Monsieur 
MOLOTOV had already replied agreeing in principle to 
despatch of Persian troops to R'dZAI H and suggestin 
that details should be worked out with doviet military 
authorities. Prime Minister has accordingly sent 
Minister of War to RJZAIAH to meet Soviet Commander to 
discuss .natter. Minister of tfar has also been authorised 
to dismiss any local Persian authorities who have failed 
to carry out their duty. 


1 r 


File 

Cslr 

C 

a 


2. My view is that, if MOLOTOV has agreed to 

despatch of troops, then scheme should be implemented 
without delay. Once troops have arrived, Chief complaint 
of Persian Government will disappear. In meantime it 

seems that Soviet authorities should 



as far as possible assist local Persian authorities to 
open negotiations ?/ith rebels and maintain calm. It 
is quite impossible to expect Russian troops to attack 
Kurdish rebels, unless of course latter take the Initiative. 


3 . Latest situation reports are contained in 

Tabriz Tels. 48 - 52 inclusive all' of which have been 
repeated to you. 


BULLA. RD . 


Addressed 

to Foreign Office. 

9 

repeated 

Kuibyshev 

No. 150 

Ankara 

No. 65 


Bagdad 

No. 83 S*VlH& 


Minstate Cairo 

No. 51 « 
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British Legation, 


Tehran, 


5th May 


19 42 


His Majesty's Representative presents his compliments to 


Hi 




Majesty’s 



and 


has the honour to transmit herewith, copies of the documents 


mentioned in the subjoined Schedule, on the subject of the Internal 


Situation In Azerbaijan 


i 


Reference :— 




XBONt 



Oopy of Telegram Ho. 48 from Tabriz of 1/5/48 


( 1 g.u.) 

A oonferanoe was held yesterday at REZAIEH 
between Soviet Consul-General and Red Army offloers 
aooompanled by Chief of Polloe and 18 Kurdish leaders. 

Kurds made the following demands as oonditlons for 

dispersing: 

(1) Ho Gendarmerie posts to exist in Kurdish 

region between Khoi and Hahabad. 

(8) Kurds to be allowed to oarry arms. 

(3) 1,800 rifles alleged to have been given to 

Persian villagers in Rezaieh distriot to be 
withdrawn. 

(4) Kurds to have one representative in each of 

the Government Departments at Rezaieh. 

(5) Kurds to enjoy freedom in their own national 

affairs. 

(6) Persian Government to provide sohools in 

Kurdistan where Kurdish language would be used. 

(7) Certain specified lands to be restored to 

their original Kurd owners. 

(8) 80 Kurds now in prison to be released. 

* 

These have keen referred to Tehran by Russians 
and Persians. Fuller telegraphic report follows. 
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COPY OF TELEGRAM from TAhhlZ Mo. 49 dated 1st Hay Z94S. 


My immediately preceding Telegram, 


■s 


\ C 


I think Persians began by examining a* usual^Xx 
sarioufospe of REZAiEn situation in order to strengthen 
their case for getting Persian troops back there* but 
that matters have indedd become serious. I am assured 
the, Kurd* have not yet dispersed, tuat thousand* of peas 


\ 


that matters have indead become seriou*. I am aes 
the, Kurds have not yet dispersed, tuat thousands 
an ts some of them with their animals who came into 


r peas- 

town 


\ 


getting hungry, that ab 

i ooted and many animals 
s a safe road there will be exodus 


that abandoned 


driven off. 


Tillages 

off. that 


from time to time 


is a s 

TABRIZ 


on, that as soon as th»r« 
xodu* from fiEZAlEu to \ 

1 *s report that situation'* 
shooting ha* probably 


rje 


Soviet Consul-General's report that 


as 


qultt is 
ped. but 


not whole truth} 


stopped, but problem of re-establishing security 
remains unsettled. 




8. Apart from po*«ible Axis intrigues, outbreak may 
fairly be attributed to unpopularity of Governor now 
dismissed and icompetence of nervous Gendarmerie. But 
Ru* *ian military authorities dislike armed Gendarmerie 
end seem to have done nothing to support them: it is 
generally believad Russians oould disperse Kurds at once 
if they so desired, Zt is difficult (Z g.u.) negotiation 
is fcnly coarse or that Kurdish negotiators could enforce 

compliance on their followers. 

UBuUdaBT. 
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TABRIZ 


2/5 (1800) 


3/6 (0800) 



2/6/42 


My Tela*48 and 49* 



a North 


could ba 


would ba 


possibility of 


ba done 
ns by P 


Soviet Consul-General has now reappeared. 

He lnalata that when he left REZAIEH yesterday order 
was being re-established and that Kurds had begun to 
disperse* When I asked about Kurdish demands, ha said 
that they were modest, mentioning only 2,8 and 8 and 
saying that Kurds are willing to disarm if whole population 
disarms* Whan I showed knowledge of other demands, he 
said they were for discussion later and that Kurds would 
not insist on them before dispersing* Conceding that 
local authorities were inefficient and cowardly, I a ske d 
for his continent on the popular belief that the Sad Army 

could disperse the Kurds at will* He said that Persians 
would like to see Russians fighting the Kurds, and he 

to avoid this tl 


Showed such anxiety 


the Kurds, 
that it occurred to 


we may have here the key at least to local Russian policy 
He thought there must be negotiations and concessions* 

I questioned the ability of the Kurds to keep a bargain 
and suggested that (depredation *2 oh.)a of armed Kurds 
mi^ht be embarrassment at some diffleul 


REZAIEH to 

outlying vll 


day at 

lllage 


Official Persian report received from 
states that 88 Gendarmes surrounded in 


have now been disarmed* 


describes 


chiefs who made 


negotiations with the came group of ^ A 

laments similar to 1,8 and 6 in my Tel. 48. It states 
that Russian officer appealed to the Kurds to disband 
quietly* but that there were attaeks on villages yesterday 
and that people generally laok confidence. 


Int* Sit* Aserbaij 

MA 

Galr 


URQUHART 



COM Of TELSGRA* from TAiihli N 0 . 51 dated 2nd May 1942. 


My immediately preceding telegram. 

Covernor—General told ma tonight he hat better 
Q e«« from RtZAiLH. He had pereuaded two religious leaders 
from HAHABAJ f§ go to B. to pacify KUrds. They appear to 
have had some success* Fact probably is that Kurds have booty 
to carry away and will take some time to digest it* 

Governor General is not faking too seriously 
4 5 and 6 of Kurds' demands* He seems disposed to recommend 
concessions as regards others* 


BRIT CONSUL* 


(m) 

//// 

//// 

TABRIZ 


4/5/42 (00.20) 


4/5/42 (11*30) 



3rd Kay, 1942. 


My telegram Mo. 51. 


Today's nows from Resaleh la wary different. 
After apparent initial aoaoeaa the (1 g.u.) a aeon to have 


failed eoapletely and general situation la salt to he 

More looting and aore refugees are reported and 


worse• 

Herkl are said to haws autllated sene women and 



ittod 


other outrages* 


Chief of Polios telegraphs that ha 


eannot aeoept responsibility for malnt alning order* 
Consul General insists however that aost of this is pure 
exaggeration* Governor-General has at last GSelded to 
go to Resaleh teaorrew if Soviet Consul General will 
aoeoapany hia* Latter has asked iahassador fer his 


Soviet 


peraisslon 


It is important they should go and X think 




judge Russian good faith hy their attitude* Only 
today Soviet Consul Oeneral eoaplalned that atsenee of any 
kind of authority in Resaleh was one of the ehlef eaases of 
trouble* 

Russians are reported to have suggested taking 

Resaleh. Persians 



over gendaraerle posts between Xhoi 

this is one aere aove in plan to undermine their 

Persian 


say tais 
authority 
lneffio i enoy • 


while Russians eontlnus harping 



asked ay Soviet oolleaguo today whother 


Kurds attempt to oeeupy Resaleh as Persians fear 


would pretent thou. 


tried to rule out this 


* 42 ? 


itj 


but I 
disorder 


gather that Russia would not do aore than prevent 


Z do not think Ruisia oan justify inactivity 
longer by pleading exaggeration. I think Qevernor-General 
is right when he says they nast ohoose between dispersing 
K.rds themselves and allowing Persians freely to settle 
sitter either by negotiation or by bringing troops froa 
the south* 

Inoi den tally Russians say there are 10*000 
Kurds under arms but Persians say this is grass exaggeration 
and say aaxiaua is 1500. 
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^0731(144/102/42) 
of 5th May,1942. 

Ref.our Despatch No. 32 


w?®. ooropiiinents of 

Minister,Tehran. 


Minister 


Sinister 


30th 


Monsieur Is Sinistra 


a copy 

or of 


which I 


to Sr, SMIRNOFF* 

t the opportunity 


SOH&ILY 
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British Embassy 


IW<L*> WUb , 



* X s 

CdL Vfoh) 


no. G / 5 
General Staff 
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H.Q. Tenth Army 

April 1942 


Vi/tri* 


4f 


Subject : 




The following extract from letter from Lt.Col FIETCHER, 
Political Adviser to G.O.C. Tenth Army at KERMANSHAH is 
forwarded for favour of necessary action. 


"I shall be grateful if the P.A. KIRKUK can kin dly 
be asked not to send Kurdish rebel leaders or their 


emissaries 


see 




difficult position 


If would 


likely to place 


hr: 


in 


if he could use his 


influence over men such 




ssuade them from useless hostilities and persuade them 


to negotiate with the Persians. 

and should be done from the 




such people 




and AMIN 


Iraqi 
N BEG 


consider that more 
i ..side to control 







(1 $2/93/42) British Siaba&ay, 

Bagdad. 




Following Is psrsphrase of s telograra from 

His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, dated April JOthr 

d cu HUtot&i:- 9 


Persian War Office hare received report > that 
Hma Raahld Khan has crossed frontier into Iraq 
and is now in Shllar also that aoae Persian offioere 
and 


Iraq, 


ten taken prisoner by Kurds have been moved into 
Please Investigate urgently. If report is 


true, I hope that you can arrange for detention cf 
Hama Rashid and for neeeaaary measures to be taken 
in ease of Persian prisoners.” 


we have informed Edmonds of this and he is 
making Interior to take appropriate action but Hla 
Excellency would like you to keep an eye on the 
situation too. 



Lleutenent-Oolonsl w.A. Lyon, O.B.B., 








How received. 


From : Sir R.Bullard, 


Copies to 



C/C / 









TELEGRAM 


TEHRAN 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR. 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched: 30.4*42 20,20 hrs 

Received : 1,5*42 08,30 hrs 

Decyphered : 1*5*42 10,10 hrs 


of 30,4,42 


Addressed to FOREIGN OFFICE TEL NO 

(pass to Kuibyshev as my tel.140) 

repeated to Minister of State No. 94 

Tabriz No,32, 

Bagdad for G,0,C, No. 136 . 

The Prime Minister informed the Counsellor this 


morning that reports from Rezaieh were again very 
serious. Town had been encircled by the Kurds and 
20,000 peasants had taken refuge there. Small force 
of Iranian gendarmerie were quite unable to deal 
with the situation. The Prime Minister placed full 
responsibility for the state of things on the Russians 
owing to their refusal to allow Iranian troops to 
be sent to Rezaieh. The Prime Minister has telegraphed 
the Iranian Minister in London and also spoken to 

bassador here but apparently so far 
with little success. Counsellor at the Soviet Embassy 
informed the Counsellor this afternoon that the cause 
of the trouble was brutal and incompetent attempt of 
the local authorities to disarm the Kurds, The only 
course now open was for the local authorities to 
open negotiations with the Kurds for peaceful 
settlement. Russian troops would not intervene except 
possibly to patrol the streets and re-establish < 

He had received a report from the Soviet Consul- 


General at Rezaieh stating 


ituation 


and he felt therefore that reports were grossly 
exaggerated. From past experience I am inclined 


quiet 


asked the Consul-General 



CW/JLP 

MK/RK 









fa uZ?. 
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I - . . • V. • 

Mutasarrif Sulaimani informed me that he has learned 

• - m •• * i % 

from Chuwarta that 3 Irani Battalions, six tanks and some guns 
have occupied Bana and that there are with them &>large number 
of tribes loyal to the Irani Government such as the tribe of 

- * - l * 

. ’ * • •' . . I , * • ‘' 

Telia Ku and Gulbaghi and that large groups of tribes are now 

• ' • - • V | *: t'rf 

gathered at the slopes of Jabal Sur Kapu situated between the 

Iraqi frontiers and Bana; the group of Hama Rashid and other 

% 0 

Beg Zadas of Bana - part of them are South of Bana and some 
West of Bana in the places near the Iraqi frontiers. The 

m 

Mutasarrif learned that these desire to attack the Irani 

t 

forces a second time; if they succeeded they will remain if 

m 

not they will dlsjpirse. 

The Mutasarriflyah on its part is sending patrols to 

✓ ‘ d* I * , •* *- • # 

the frontiers in readiness for developments. 
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V 7 APR mi 


KdiAx idwdAri. 




■Dear Chancery, 


®A G t> Nl 


April 2Urd, 1G42 




ir 


U 


o. 


of the X 6 th inet. 










With referenee to my des 
end previous correspondents regarding tne Kurdistan situation, 

I am sending you herewith oopy of a,letter which has Dean add¬ 
ressed by the political Adviser here to d.M. Branch, H.fc., 
Tenth Army, Bagdad. Although you may have seen it already (as 
a copy has been sent to the British Military Attaohtf set Tehran) 
the letter is so interesting that 1 feel thet you ought to have 

a copy of it. 


y 




i 


2. 1 agree with Colonel Fletcher's views as to the danger of 

relying too much upon General ahahbakhti's assurances, and 1 
also consider that it was a great and stupid error on ahahr- 
bakhti's part to sand so notorious a bully as Major Isfandiar 
Khan to accompany the Ustandar on his visit to Avroman. The 
Kurds loathe this officer «xd ahahbakhti must know this; it would 
be.interesting to know Mhahbakhti's motives in choosing such a 
m/tx for the delicate mission of sstablishing contact with the 
/Kurds • Was this choice, perhaps a deli berate attempt to create 
'discord from the outset between tne Ustand&r and the Kurds? 


also consider th 


T 


it 


$ 


V /, i 


d 


OK 


K 


urds 


discord from the outset 


e attempt to create 


AsN 


e Ust aadar and the Kurds 4 } 


m. 


& 


S. Mansur, son of jaafar Multan reported to me that ds 
Khan had poured out to him a streem of anti-British abuse 


tuated 


far Multan reported to me that Ksfaudiar 


th threats eon 


A 




A*- 




ro-British Iranians would 
ran.". He said that it wa 


eeming 
uid suf 


pun 


what fate the Kurds and e^her 


for " When the Germans entered 


\ 


Vi 


r 


Iran.”. He said that it was Ms mush as he could do to restrain 
himafljplf from shooting the max on the snot, if Mhahbakhti chooses 
such a man as this, as his rapresentatlve, for discussions, and 
negotiations with the Kurds, intransigeance is bcisid to hs ths 
key-note of ths Iranian Military representatives' attitude and 
the negotiations with ths Kurds are likely to be rendered much 
more <uffioult and mar well break dewx at the first meeting. 


first meeting. 


m 


4. 1 have noted with interest ths proposals for facilitating 

a ssttlflme t of the trouble in Kurdistan contained in your 
Circular Mavingrane 10 and II of theI5£Ap?il» und venture 
to express the view that the Iranian Government will need, in 
order to prevent the Kurds from continuing- the struggle, to do 
more than renety the Kurds' grlevanoes regarding the Illegal 
seizure ef their ltnds by the eir-Mhah. 1 nave good reason to 
believe that, taxless the Government egress to posts in Kurdis¬ 
tan being filled, as far as possible, by Kurds and to the vir- 

eraxos of Iranian soldiers and gendarmes from Kur- 


t 


■ 8 V- 


more than rame 


by*; 


seizure ef thei 


believe that, taxless the Government 
tan being filled, as far as possibl 

t uni die an ~ - 




diet ax 


t 





e Kur 


•n 


will not 


Irani 


likely to be adactait on these two points, act le-urt, and to 
realise also that it will need to make some concessions thereon, 

would appear to me to be little hope that negotiations 
succeed. 




ve 


i till 


t 


not agree to oe 
is made to reoli 


cease the str 


struggle . 

the Kurds are 
-at. and to 




that 


be adauant on these two 


ess 


mu 


there would 


5. 


General Mhahbakhti and the Ustaadar left for Menna yester¬ 


day, mid Colonel Fletcher also left for the ante dest 
Their visit to that area m^ well produce interesting 
m«xts mid 1 mil write further when 1 hear the out com 




R 




develop- 


visit. 


utcome of their 


6 . 


above mention 






y\ 


a B 


• Am Legation Circular Mavingrams referred to above mention 
that discussions regarding Kurdistan have taken place, would it 
ot be possible to send to this Consulate a record ( or part of 
t) of the Minutes of these discussions, for there must baomy 
uteres ting Minutes in your archives which might provide useful 


ot 




jjltr 


t) of the Minutes of these discussions, for there must bamay 
interesting Minutes in your archives which might provide useful 
ixidanee for me ( end my sueeeesor ) • The oriental Me c ret ary has 
oubtless e good dsal of interesting information regarding Kur- 
distan( apart from that collected during his recent visit to 


The Orient 


distan( apart from that eollact 


to 


this district), and 1 would be glad to receive copies of notss 
whish he has drawn 


for they should provide valuable guidance. 


The Chan 


eery 

tish 


U 


urs e 


British Legation, 




^TOtaAS-BUSEU. 


H.B.Oonsul. 


ass 




(152/88/42) 



British Embassy, 

Bagdad. 

30th April,1942. 


Dear Lyon, 

Reference my 152/8o/h2 of April 22nd. 

General Shahbakhti now propoeea to study 
Kurdish grievances hlmnelf and has suggested a 
joint Anglo-Persian Committee, He has hitherto 
shown very little lotion either to appease 

Kurds or to cooperate with us, so his motives sre 
doub tful. 


the 


2. His Majesty's Minister at Tehran propones 
sound the Persian Prime Minister shout Shahbskh 


to 


propo 

folio 


and 


on the 


owing conditions 


(a) Committee to he Perslat-Kurdish, with British 
representstiva who would be only friendly adviser 
and go-between 

(h) Persian Government to guarantee a safe-conduct 
for Kurdish negotiators with our oonourrenoe, 

(e) Discussions to he limited to questions of 
lend end problems of Kurdish Independence to he 
barred. This would not prevent our taking up 
Independently with the Persians any other 
reasonable oomplalnts that might come to light, 
hut this would he done without it being known 
to the Kurds. 





Yours sincerely, 

(SIGNED) V. HOLT. 

LTBUTKNANT-0OLONBL W.A. LYON, O.B.K. 
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16th April, 1942 


CYPHER 


IMMEDIATE 


Addressed to Kermanshsh 


repeated 


i * 



(>*t lux 



Foreign Office 

India 

Minetate 

Baghdad 

All Consuls 

(Bushire sent 


No. 487 
No.807 
No. 70 

No. 68 SAVING^ 


No. 12 
cypher) 


SAVING 


/ 


Your telegram No. 43. 


You should not dlsooursge 8HAHBAXHTI and 
Governor-General from visiting Western KURDISTAN and 
promlaing redress of grievane 



, but until question i 

(see tny jtttidBnBl telegrams Nos.483.486 to the 
orsign Office) has been oondidsrsd by His Majesty^ 

Government you ean express no opinion regarding safe 
conducts etc. 


policy 

Forslfic 


3ULLAXD. 



* 










ADVISER'S UP MCE 


16xn April 


. - ' tfnan Ha^i Aobts I Salim Agh& 
sounaea niic on tne s^ate oi political 
Kuraisian ana Sulaimani* 


arrived cere today I 
affairs in Persian 


He stated tnat the Russians nad increesed their 
influence in Kurdistan tnough at heart tae Kurds still pre¬ 
ferred the -British. He thought it would be wiser if the 
northern area were under British rather than Russian military 
control. 



The Russians were not assisting the Kurds openly 
but by indirect means, suoh as encouraging the Assyrians 
and Armenians -to {MNl te with them, and ne had heard that 
secretly they had given the Kurds demolition utensils for 
use against the Persians though he could not personally 
vouch for the truth of this. 


were allowed to .attack the Kurds in. our sphere of influence 
whereas they had made no suoh attempt in the Russian zone. 

When I asked what reply ne had given to this and he said that 
ne had replied that the Kurd3 in the north* were stronger than 
those in the South and they were likewise further away from 
Persian base. I feel however that the Kermanshan pampnlets 
nave not yet been forgotten though Huji Abbas was too polite to 

mention tnis . 

He said tnat Hama Rasnia Kh&n v;as too 3elfish to 
attract a large following and being a man of' no particular 
birtn cjula not be e- v .peotea to suooecd as a Kurdish leader 
in the larger sense of the wo I'd. His greed and rapaoity had 
already made nim unpopular with many people ana there were 
still some Kurdisn ohiefs who preferred the Persians* 


.He told me ne had v 
on nis way to Kirkuk and fou 
attitude. He tn ought that t 
of hi® keeping on the rails* 
offend the British. I asked 
tne old blook had yet quarrd 
this was possible but he had 


in 

anoe now 
want to 


any rate he 
if Shaikh I 


a short 


mo ther 


Abbas 

Q,adir 
of the outstanding 


“ biassed in 

Sawfit 

In vie 


He tnought the Mutasar 
I Mahmud, Hem a Abdul Rahman Agh 
Qamohi Resh and their following 
dispute over Warasa and the oth 
not expeot Abbas I Salim to thi 


t V. Holt, C.M.G 
Oriental Seoreta 

British Emb 


C.J* Edmonds Is<i. ,* C.kvG.* Baghdad 
Combined Intelligence centre Iraq,, 



k 


, lUl* H. 


SEC R 




Copy Si rRjpul la^{»My^/4/42 . 


f ? i9 m**% 

iVlLz 7 / 

AGP N}^ 


i POM TIC AL ADVIER »S OFFICS, 
f J^// NOR THERE AREA. ' 

J&frkuk, 16tk April, 1948. 



Shaikh Mahmud has forwarded the 
attacked letter to me. It is interesting 
in so far as it indicates tkat tke Kurds 
in the Saqiz area are still looking to 
tke British. 


I nave sent a verbal message to Sks 
Manmud telling him that he should not 
encourage correspondence wita Kurds in. 
Persia as it will laaa aim into further 
trouble, !J!aat tae British amis ter is 
advising, tke Persian Government to adopt 
democratic methods and purge the administr 
ation of oppression and corruption. 


LIEUT;COLONEL 


p t■ Tt EoXtf C •K• &• 
Oriental Secretary, 

British Smbass 

Baghdad. 


4 


Through the Leader of all the Kurds, Shaikh Mahmud, 

To Colonel Lyon at Kirkuk. 


We who are of Kurdietan make the following representations. 

The British Government well know that the tyranny of the 
Persian Government is beyond all description. Recently because 
of the efforts of the British Government we were delivered from 
this tyranny and we have began to hope that we shall never again 
come under the Persian yoke but enter upon a new and happier 
life under the protection of the British Government. Truly we 
regard ourselves as the faithful subjects of the British 
Government. 

It appears that the Province of Azerbaijan is being looked 
after by the Russian Government and that the Kurdish areas are 
under the supervision of the British Government. Those Kurds 
who are in Azerbaijan are very happy and the Persian Government 
has nothing to do with them and the Soviet Government treat 
them with much sympathy and respect. In our country, however, 
we have not enjoyed much peace because the British Government 
have not prevented the Persian Government from interfering with 
us and from renewing their old methods of oppression. They 
are preparing to undertake operations against us and this time 
nothing less than a general massacre will satisfy them. 
Therefore, we take refuge under the shadow of the British flag 
and beg that we may be regarded as a people of soldiers ready 
tossrve the British Government. We pray that steps may be 
taken to save us from the horrible fate which is threatening 
us and beg that the British Government will find a way which 
will enable us to enjoy the same peace and happiness as that 
now enjoyed by our brethren Kurds in Azerbaijan. The existence 
of the Persian Government among us would be the cause of our 
complete destruction and so long as we have life we can never 
agree to the restoration of Persian authority. Ho doubt Your 
Excellency is well aware that from ancient times the tribe of 
Hajl Kaka Ahmad-i-Silanl were leaders of all the Kurdish people 
and now we request that Shaikh Mahmud may be instructed by 
your officials to undertake the work of looking after us. As 
you know he has always wished to act in accordance with your 
wishes. as we fear that the Persians are hastening to fall 
upon us we beg you to be so good as to hasten in the despatch 

of your reply to us. 

Signatories 

Of the chiefs of Bana 

Rustam Khan Zada, Hasrullah 
Mahmud Khan Zada, Salim 
Ifiaruf Agha Zada, Mustafa 
Mahmud Agha Zada, Rasul 
Mahmud Agha Zada, All 

Chief of the Sarohio, Muhammad Agha Zada, Salih 
Muhammad Salih Beg Zada, Muhammad Rashid 
Pa raj Khan Zada, Abdul Qjadir 
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ajesty’s • * -Consul 


at Kerman shah 


presents his compliments to His Majesty's Anbassador, B^dad 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned document! 


British.. Cons ulat e,_ 




Kennanshah^ 


Iran. 


s/ 

A 


“IMl.19*.,42. 


Reference to previous correspondence 


t \ v 
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9(1 APR 


Description of Enclosure. 
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Name and Date. 


Subject. 


V_h, 
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Herman shah Despatch 
Dated 16/4/42 to His 
Minister. Tehrai. 


Mansur Beg's visit to H* 
Consul at Hermans hah 


B. M 
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BRITISH COMSULATS 
KK8MAM SHAH, 

April 16th, 1*42. 



with refers dm to pangrti^ 8 or my Ho. 61 of today* • 

date, x have the honour to enclose herewith copy of a Memorandum , 
with Its translation. Is ft with as by Mansur, thg son of Jasfar 
Sultan, when ha call ad on me this mooning • uaasur Bag statad 
that ha had baan aant by Karla Baa Luhuni, of Avroman to lay bafora 
tha Iranian Authorities tha KurdSp grievances and that ha waa the 
tvurd^r apoftghan, HI a Usaoraudn aata forth tha main points upon 
which tha Kurds ax pact tha Iranian Authorltlaa to make oonossslons 
to th«su Ra addad that similar demands had baan incorporated in a 
latter handed to tha Uatandar whan ha visited Kurdistan on tha 


ll/16th. April. 

8. by intervlaw with Mansur Bag, an Intel11gent young man of 

about 86 years, was interesting In that It revealed vary clearly 
tha bitterness with which Kurds hate tha Persians. Many decade a 
of Persian aal-admin l strati on in Kurdistan have undoubtedly arouaed 
tha Kurds and^joaded than into making a vary determined attempt - 
at what eeeos*them tha an opportune moment - to obtain satisfaction 
for past wrongs and fair treatment for themselves in tha future. 


3. Mansur Bag appreared to be genuinely friendly and claimed that 
all Kurds. Ilka himself, vara pro-Brltlw • Ml* of course , it 
would be foolish to aocept at its face value Mansur Bag’s statement 
1 think that tha Kurds are mors likely to be well-disposed towards 
ua than to any other foreigners, in view of our efforts in Iraq, 
during tha past few years, to help them in obtaining fair treatment 
at the hands of tha Iraqis. At tha same time 2 made it clear to 
Mansur Bag that I could not promise that British support would be 
given to the Kurds in obtaining tha redress of tha grievances of 
which they were complaining. I premised to sand to you copy of tha 
Memorandum which he had prepared and Z addad that X could do n oft 
more than that far tha present. 

4. as I stated in the last paragraph of my telegram Ho. 61 today, 
I am taking no further action until I receive your instructions. 

As, on tha one hand tha Iranian Authorities are asking me for 
advice and on tha other hand, tha Kurds are as lag for help in 
making their grievances known to tha Iranian Uovernment^ trust 
that a decision with regard to Kurdistan policy will noblong ha 
delayed. 

6. Copica of this despatch have bean aant to 11.11* a Aabcaaador^ 
at Bagdad, to tha Q.o.o. , 6th Indian Division and to tha Political 
Adviser at Kermsnahah. 

1 have tha honour to he. 



N?ith great re a pact. 
Your moat obedient 
humble servant. 


(agd.) J.R.vaughan-kusaell • 

R.B.M. CONSUL. 


Sir Header w.Bullard, K.C.M.U.,0.2.S., 

Nls Majesty*# Minister, 


British legation, 

Tehran • 
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(153/81/42) 




Hie Majesty's Embassy presents its 
ooaqpliments to Headquarters, Tenth Array, Bagdad, 
and, *ln reply to their raemorandnm No* 0.8."I"/ 
2l3/'I'(a) of April 18th, sends herewith three 
oopies of a short paper on the administration 
of the Knrdish areas in Iraq. 


2 . 


If P.A. Kerman ah ah wishes to know more 


about any partionlar points the Embassy will 
do its best to supply the information required. 



British Embassy, 


Bagdad. 


22nd April, 19U2 
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